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IN THE CLAIMS 

Would the Office kindly enter the amended claims as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A soffit structure comprising: 

a sheet member having an upper surface and a bottom surface wherein said upper 
surface is designed to lie against a structural member of a building and the bottom surface is 
facing exteriorly of the building; 

a plurality of channels formed is in said sheet member, said channels extending 
inwardly from said bottom surface, at least one channel having a pair of opp o sed sid e walk 
being defined bv firs_t_and_second side walls and a bottom wall each of said side walls and 
bottom wall being st rai ght and planar, each of said side wal ls being angled so as to form an 
acute angle_with said upper surface of said sheet member, said at least one channel having a 
plurality of apertures formed in at least one of said side walls. 

2. (currently amended) The soffit structure of Claim 1 wh ere in each of saichdrannels has a 
pair o f o pposed sid e walls , each of said channels having has apertures formed in at least one 
of said side walls. 

3. (original) The soffit structure of Claim 2 wherein all of said side walls have apertures 
formed therein. 

4. (currently amended) The soffit structure of Claim 1 wherein s aid a t least one channel lias a 
generally U-shaped co nfigu r ation with a base portion extending be t ween said side walls, 
each of said side walls e xt ending inwa r dly and r&arwaidly tu form an angle of between 75° 
and 88° with respect to said upper surface. 
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5. (canceled) 

6. (canceled) 

7. (original) The soffit structure of Claim 1 wherein said sheet member is formed of a 
metallic material, 

8>(original) The soffit structure of Claim 3 wherein said metallic material is aluminum. 
9 .(currently amended) The soffit structure of claim [[5]] 4 wherein said channels extend 
transversely of said sheet member. 
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